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Apologia Speech and Analysis: General Petraeus and CIA Scandal 
By: Lauralee Gilkey and Drusilla Muraibto 

 
Background 
 
On November 9, 2012 General Petraeus resigned from his position as Director of the 
CIA following a FBI investigation that revealed he had an affair with his biographer, 
Paula Broadwell. Shortly after Petraeus resigned, it was revealed that the FBI had 
been investigating Petraeus for some time.  There were concerns about possible 
security leaks, which have lead to further investigations. 
 
Petraeus was a four-star general who led the military through the Afghanistan and 
Iraqi wars. In 2010 he retired from the military after 37 years of service and 
assumed the position of director of the CIA.  
 
Paula Broadwell was a fellow West Point graduate, Harvard graduate and had 
served the U.S. Army for 15 years.  
 
The pair met in 2006 when Petraeus addressed Broadwell’s class at Harvard. Later, 
she approached him about composing a book based on his wartime leadership. He 
agreed and by 2010 he had granted her free access, including lodging at his base in 
Kabul when he took control of Afghanistan.  
 
The investigation started when harassment allegations had been made against 
Broadwell. Broadwell was suspected of sending emails to Jill Kelley, a family friend 
of Petraeus, accusing her of engaging in an inappropriate relationship with him. The 
investigation began with a warrant to search through Broadwell’s emails. There the 
FBI found details of Petraeus and Broadwell’s affair. Both Petraeus and Broadwell 
were interviewed separately by the FBI in October and admitted to the affair.  Both 
Petraeus and Broadwell were married at the time of the affair. 
 
General Petraeus has yet to make any form of public apology.  



2 
 

 
 
Apologia Speech 
 
Good Evening and thank you all for joining me. 
 
My resignation as Director of the CIA can come as no surprise to you. The recent 
information about my personal life that has been made public by an FBI 
investigation has led me to make this decision. As a leader it is my duty to lead by 
example and as the Director of the CIA it is my responsibility to protect the 
American people. I believe I have failed to do this. I have lost the trust of all around 
me and trust is something you must have in a leader. 
 
To my family, my wife Holly, there is no greater way to express how sorry I am for 
my actions. I am sorry for the embarrassment I have caused and any difficulties that 
life has proved for you lately. Please know that with each day I think of you and am 
flooded with the regret I have for my actions. 
 
To the American people, I am sorry for not being the leader you thought I was. I 
betrayed your trust. But I hope that my actions, though they were poor in choice do 
not ruin your view of the American Military and of me as a former general. It is 
important now more than ever to have faith in our military, as conflict in the Middle 
East is just as active as it was before. But now is not the time to be at ease, we must 
be alert. We must always be alert and one step ahead of our enemies. 
 
I have served my country for more than 37 years. I am a patriot. I am like you; I want 
nothing more than to protect basic American rights. I will answer the call to defend 
no matter the time or place. I have led the American people through the wars in both 
Afghanistan and Iraq, successfully defeating our enemies. I have taken pride in being 
a leader for the American people and hope that you can still see me as a great 
military leader. 
 
My actions have not been a reflection of my character as a leader. They were poor 
and weak. I can assure you that there was not ever any information concerning the 
security of the country leaked to any persons. It has been, and always will be my 
duty to protect and lead the American people. I ask for you too look to the past, at 
the leader I have been, and look to the future as the leader I hope to be in spite of my 
decisions.   
 
Thank you. 
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Apologetic Strategies:  
 

1. Direct Identification: I am one of you 
a. He states the phrase, “I am like you.” 
b. He shows passion in American rights as any other American citizen 

would.  
2. Present from past self Differentiation: His past achievements as a general. 

a. He spent 37 years of serving the country before this scandal emerged. 
b. He led the military through the Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
c. He specifically refers to himself as a “military leader.” He knows that 

military leaders are extremely respected individuals in our society.  
3. Value Transcendence: his scandal vs. conflict in Middle East. 

a. He addresses the conflict in the Middle East and warns Americans that 
it is “as active as ever.”  

b. Also addresses that American’s must continue to have faith in the 
United States Military. 

4. Association Identification- Value of American rights. 
a. He identifies himself as a patriot by referring to protecting basic 

American rights.  
b. He states that he will answer the call to serve whenever he is need.   
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